
Reducing Violence against women, a national 

priority

The Royal Government of Cambodia recognizes that violence 

against women is a serious obstacle for the sustainable develop-

ment of society. Since 2002, GIZ has supported the government 

with putting policies and strategies in place in order to substan-

tially reduce gender-based violence. One of the main achieve-

ments was the Law on Prevention of Domestic Violence that was 

passed by the Parliament in 2005 and subsequently made known 

to the public. 

The GIZ project on “Access to Justice for Women” (ATJW) sup-

ports the Cambodian Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MoWA), other 

state actors as well as civil society organizations, to provide 

effective legal protection and various social services to women 

and girls who are experiencing gender-based violence.  

Although human rights and gender equity are guaranteed accord-

ing to the Cambodian Constitution and legislation, women and 

girls still face limited protection and inadequate support services 

when suffering violence. ATJW aims to strengthen the response 

to gender-based violence and services in place, and to ensure that 

social attitudes towards women survivors are changed. 

Advocating for the Rights of Women and Girls

In Cambodia today, women and girls are often unaware of their 

fundamental rights and lack the means to assert them. Families 

of women survivors and their communities are frequently unre-

sponsive to safeguarding those rights. 

And often when survivors understand their rights, they lack the 

know-how to access the existing judicial system.  To reach even 

the most remote communities, ATJW advocates for the rights of 

women and girls through nation-wide campaigns in cooperation 

with state and non-state actors. When communities throughout 

Cambodia turn on the TV, read the newspaper or listen to the 

radio, there is a good chance they will receive messages on ways 

they can challenge harmful gender norms and display equitable 

behaviors. 

In addition, ATJW works with six ministries, the courts and the 

police for the establishment of a national system to collect and 

monitor the data on various types of gender-based violence, such 

as intimate partner violence, rape and trafficking. 

ATJW also provides quality policy advice to MoWA for strength-

ening of its communications and institutional advocacy for 

women’s rights, inside and outside the government, as well as for 

formulation and implementation of national policies on gender-

based violence, like the National Action Plan to Prevent Violence 

against Women.
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Supporting Survivors of Gender-Based  

Violence

When a woman is subjected to gender-based violence, the after-

math persists in her daily life: Her mental health may lack stabil-

ity, confidence may be lost, and her community may stigmatize 

her, an experience that makes reintegration or finding work diffi-

cult. Adding to these challenges, legal protection and services to 

survivors in the past have been rather few and difficult to access. 

The ATJW project assists the Cambodian government in enhanc-

ing a comprehensive and coordinated approach to service deliv-

ery for women survivors. Local authorities, the police, the courts 

and the public health system will be supported in developing 

protocols and minimum standards in dealing with gender-based 

violence and for referrals to other agencies. 

In addition to that, ATJW supports MoWA in establishing a fund 

for NGOs that provide specialized services to survivors of GBV in 

a high quality: free legal aid, psychosocial counseling, rehabilita-

tion and vocational training.   

 

Improving the Judicial Response

Although some statistics show a decrease on intimate partner 

violence in Cambodia, all kinds of gender-based violence, includ-

ing sexual violence, still remain unacceptable. ATJW is working to 

further enhance legal protection for women survivors through a 

gender-responsive approach in the Cambodian judicial system. 

In cooperation with MoWA and the Ministry of Justice, ATJW is 

working towards an improved and more sensitive investigation of 

cases of violence against women and girls. Training curricula for 

judges and prosecutors are developed and implemented to better 

address the needs of survivors. 

In order to ensure that women are treated fairly by police and 

the courts, ATJW conducts training for judicial police officers 

of MoWA on relevant laws on gender-based violence, coordina-

tion of services and counseling to survivors. These officers have 

been created with the law on domestic violence. They have the 

mandate to support survivors in filing complaints with other 

authorities. 

Published by Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
 Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
  
 Registered offices Bonn and Eschborn, Germany

 Administration Reform and Decentralisation Reform 
 GIZ Office Phnom Penh 
 # 17, Street306, P.O. Box 81, Phnom Penh, Cambodia  
 T +855 (23) 860 110 
 F +855 (23) 21 27 83 
 info@giz.de  
 www.giz.de

Author(s)  Dr. Andreas Selmeci

Layout Jenny Nickisch

Printed by GIZ Cambodia

As at  May 2013

GIZ is responsible for the content of this publication.

In cooperation with  

On behalf of Federal Ministry for Economic  
 Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

Division  Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

Addresses of the BMZ Bonn BMZ Berlin 
BMZ offices Dahlmannstraße 4  Stresemannstraße 94 
 53113 Bonn, Germany  10963 Berlin, Germany 
 T +49 228 99 535 - 0 T +49 30 18 535 - 0 
 F +49 228 99 535 - 3500 F +49 30 18 535 - 2501

 poststelle@bmz.bund.de 
 www.bmz.de

Photo: © GIZ CambodiaContact person

Dr. Andreas Selmeci, 
andreas.selmeci@giz.de
Tel.:+855 23 72 22 98

Photo: © GIZ Cambodia


